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TRACT FOR THE TIMES. 



SECT. L — BRITAIN S GUILT. 

When God holds a controyersy with a land, it is in 
consequence of its sins. Sin is the producing cause of 
judgment. This is abundantly evident from the entire 
history of God's providential dealings and dispensations 
in reference to our race. The wickedness of a land 
ripens it for destruction; and when the cup of its ini- 
quity is full, its greatness and its glory will prove a 
miserable protection. It was thus in the days of Noah. 
Sin abounded. The wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and the deluge came, and swept the ungodly crew 
from off the earth, which they had polluted with their 
crimes. It was thus in the cas^ of Sodom. A moral 
pestilence raged in the cities of the plain ; and to such an 
extent did iniquity prevail, that there could not be found 
ten God-fearing men in the whole vale of Siddim. 
Their sins rose to heaven, and fire and brimstone de- 
scended upon them. It was thus as regarda the Jews. 
The cup of their iniquity was filled up, and the plough- 
share of destruction was turned upon their city. And 
if God is now holding a controversy with the nations of 
Europe, it is unquestionably on the same account. It 



is just because the wickedness of man is great on the 

earth. 

« 

And haye not the sins of our own land gone up as a 
dark cloud before God ? Look to our Sabbath profana' 
iian. The open disregard which is paid to that solemn 
command of J^boyah, ^' Remember the Sabbath-daj to 
keep it holy," by indiyiduals, by steam-boat and rail- 
way companies — ^by the Goyemment itself, especially in 
the Post-office department, 10,000 men being compelled 
by that department alone, systematically and r^ulariy, 
to yiolate that sacred day, under penalty of being cast 
adrift on the world, with beggared families. 

How many forsake the assembling of themselves to- 
gether, when they ought to be seated in the house of 
prayer, pursuing lying yanities, trampling under foot 
that day in which God challenges a special propriety, 
living in practical atheism, and asking, by their lives and 
conversation, ^'How doth Qod know, can he judge 
through the dark cloud?'' 

Or look to the appalling extent to which the sin of 
intemperance prevails in our land, slaying its thousands 
and tens of thousands, and the plague is not yet stayed. 
What must the condition of our land in this respect be, 
when the money spent in intoxicating drinks in London 
alone, in one year, would be sufficient to clothe 24,000 
people of each sex, 80,000 children, and provide alms- 
houses, and a weekly allowance of 10 shillings for 1000 
poor people, together with a sufficient number of hos- 
pitals, schools, libraries, and chtirches, for the popula- 
tion ; retiring allowances for the brewers, the purchase 
of the Crystal Palace, and liberal donations to all the 
religious, educational, and charitable societies ; and, after 



all this, leaTO a surplus of nearly £400,000; whilst to 
India, with its 150 millions of immortal souls, the 
united efforts of the Church of Christ have not beenahle 
to raise funds sufficient to send more than one mimtmartf 
to d million ofiu benighted inhabitants I 

And if we look to the practiaal ath^m which pre- 
Tails in the midst of 4is, what a melancholy picture is 
presented ! Where do we find men acting under the 
impression that God's eye is upon them ? Where do we 
find them entering upon their ordinary business — ^their 
CTcryday undertakings — ^with a due regard to His will ? 
How few families meet around the altar, morning and 
evening, to supplicate for mercy to pardon, and grace to 
help ? How seldom do spiritual sacrifices ascend from 
the domestic hearth? How many families live from 
week to week as if there was no God at all ; or as if, at 
least, they were in no way indebted to Him, or depend- 
ent upon Him? Reader! were there no other reason 
than the practical atheism which prevails in our land, to 
call down the judgments of Almighty God, we might 
well fear and tremble. And when we remember that 
God is omniscient — ^thathis eyes are to and fro through- 
out all the earth ; and when we think of the black cloud 
of moral pollution which is ascending before Him, at 
every moment, from our highly-favoured but sinful 
land, we may well wonder that He has not, long ere 
this, swept our borders with the besom of destruction. 

And if the sins of our land may justly have provoked 
the Holy One of Israel to anger, the sins of the Church 
•—of professing Christians — have been no less offensive 
in bis sight. Look to the formaliim whioh character- 
ises them. Where do we see the line of demarcation 
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drawn between the church and the wor/^ so clearly, as 
that he who rans maj read. What is there to distiD- 
guish the mass of professing Christians from the nngodlj 
around them ? They are Sabbath-day Christians, bat 
where is their Christianity during the week ? They have 
a form of godlyiess; but where is the power of it mani- 
fested in the life and couTersation? They profess alle- 
giance to Christ, by attendance upon ordinances, aod 
encompassing a communion-table; but where is that 
nonconformity to the world, and its vanities and plea- 
sures, which ought ever to distinguish the citizen of 
heayen — the Christian pilgrim — ^firom the ungodly around 
him ? There is the lamp of an external profession; but 
how little of that light which shines before men, leading 
them to take knowledge that those who possess it have 
indeed been with Jesus ? How little is there of every^ 
day godliness — of that religion of heart, that impregnates 
every action — of that conversation which is in heaven — 
of that self-denial, so frequently enjoined by our Lord — 
of that humility, which characterises his genuine dis- 
ciples — of that deadness to the world, which ought ever 
to mark those whose inheritance is on the other side 
Jordan. 

The religion of the Bible is far different from the easy, 
accommodating, pliable, world-conforming religion so 
prevalent in our day. It demands the homage of the 
heart, as well as the ascription of the tongue. It de- 
mands that those who profess to look forward to an in- 
heritance in the heavens, should exhibit somewhat of 
the pilgrim's bearing, and breathe somewhat of the pil- 
grim's spirit ; having their loins girt, and their lamps 
burning, ^^ keeping themselves unspotted from the world. 



and pressing toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

Ah ! how seldom do we see men laying aside the 
encomhering weights of sinfdl pleasure and yanities, and 
giving themselves up, soul, hody, and spirit, to prepara- 
tion for eternity, as the one thing neediiil, the great end 
of existence. Hasf not the love of many waxed cold ? 
Do not many find more pleasure in the amusements of 
the world, in the ephemeral pageants of a passing day, 
in pleasures that perish with the using, in pursuits un- 
worthy the grandeur of the soul, unbefitting a being 
whose spirit throbs with the impulses of a life that shall 
never die, than in the society of the righteous, in serious 
converse with their own spirits, in communion with their 
God. Nay, are there not many professing Christians, 
who, instead of attending to the injunction, '^ Be not 
conformed to this world," act as if they believed that 
religion principally consisted in harmonizing light and 
darkness, in serving at once God and mammon ; im- 
piously endeavouring to walk as close to the line which 
separates ungodliness from true piety as possible; to 
have as much of the world's gratifications as they can, 
and yet not loose hold of heaven ; walking as near to the 
margin of the broad way, as they think can safely be 
done, instead of putting up the prayer, " Lord, lead us 
not into temptation," and abstaining firom the very ap- 
pearance of evil. 

These statements are not extravagant. It is generally 
felt and acknowledged by those who have inquired into 
the state of religion throughout the land, that the pre- 
sent is a period of great spiritual deadness. That, whilst 
there is a coming before God, as his people come, and 
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an oiganuring and multiplying of schemes and assoda- 
tions for religious purposes, a cold and withering for- 
malism has crept orer our churches ; that there is a 
great lack of perwrud rdiffion^ of real, living, practical 
piety, of soul conversion, of men communing with their 
own spirits in the sight of God ; that in this age of 
hustle, and enterprise, and activity, in secular affiurs, 
religion is jostled into a comer — the one thing needful 
forgotten; and that in the unquenchable thirst after 
the world, myriads are making shipwreck of their im- 
mortal souls. It is to be feared that there is a great 
want of Jhmily recognition of God among professing 
Christians ; and that while the external machinery of 
the churches of the various denominations throughout 
the land may be in a comparatively prosperous condi- 
tion, spiritual deadness prevails to a lamentable extent ; 
and that even the graces of God's own people are 
dwarfish and languishing, instead of being in healthful 
and lively exercise. 

And if, in connection with the state of the evangelical 
churches throughout the land, we think of the national 
countenance and support tendered to the apostate Church 
of Rome^ we have another grievous sin brought before 
us, — a sin which, considering our history as a nation, 
and God's merciful dealings towards us, in Providence:, 
is peculiarly aggravated, and calculated to bring down 
upon us the just judgment of Jehovah. And if they 
who are partakers in the sins of the Mother of Harlots, 
are solemnly warned that if they continue in her, they 
shall receive of her plagues, what reason have we to 
fear and tremble, lest, in these eventful and ominoua 
times, when the political heavens are covered with clouds 
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the most portentous, and men's hearts are fmling them 
for fear of the things which are coming upon the earth, 
that our national supporting and fostering, hoth at home 
and abroad, — ^in the British^ isles, and throughout our 
wide-spread colonies, — of a system which we declare to 
be ^^ idolatrous^" and denounce as such, should attract 
the lightnings of heaven towards us, and cause the bolt 
of righteous judgment to descend in our midst, casting 
us down from the high poudon which we have so long 
occupied among the nations. 



SECT. IL — Britain's warnings. 

When God pours out His judgments upon a nation, 
there ars three arrows of which He generally makes use 
— Faminey PetHl&ncey and War, 

I. Famine, a terrible scourge, carrying cleanness of 
teeth wherever it enters. This scourge visited portions 
of our country a few years ago. At that time a national 
fast was proclaimed by our rulers, that the united 
prayers of our nation might ascend to God in one day, 
confessing our sins before him, and imploring that, in 
the midst of deserved wrath, he would remember unde- 
served mercy. To such an extent did the appidling visi- 
tation prevail, that despite the exertions of individuals, 
and societies, and even of the government of these 
realms, thousands sunk into shroudless and coffinless 
graves. And those who went to visit the scenes of suf- 
fering and horror have declared, that the state of mat- 
ters was such as to cause the most thoughtless to stand 
aghast, and to humble themselves under the mighty 
hand of the God of heaven. 

B 
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And what was the cause of this ? Was it that an 
enemy had hinded on our shores, and laid waste ou 
borders ? No. It was not the hand of man. It was 
the hand of God. He had taken an arrow from his 
quiver, and commissioned the femine to stalk forth, car- 
rying in its train a ghastly retinue of shrirelled Tictims. 
Before it, the hind was as the garden of Eden ; behind 
it, as a desohite wilderness. Yet eyen then, the cap 
griven our nation to drink was not one of unmingled 
judgment. No reason can be assigned why the blight 
should hare been copfined to one article of food, but just 
the great goodness of God, who so ordered it. He 
could as easily Jhaye caused the mildew to fasten upon 
our com. He could as easily haye taken away the 
whole 9tay and the wJu>ls sU^ob a part, and thus given 
us cleanness of teeth, not only in a portion of the land, 
but throughout aU our dwellings* Let us leam, then, 
from the years that are past, how easily the God of 
nations— the*God of creation and providence, who has 
all the elements of nature at his disposal — could, with- 
out the foot of an enemy being planted on our si^pres, 
or the sword of an enemy being drawn in our borders, 
send forth the terrible agency of famine to sweep us as 
with the besom of destruction, and in a few short mcmths 
blot us from the map of nations. 

We have had the famine. We heard the cry of the 
needy, and the perishing. We were told of thoa- 
sands who sunk into coiB&nless graves, under the appal- 
ling visitation. And it was affirmed by those who had 
the best possible means of judging (and indeed there can 
be no doubt in regard to it), that, if the harvest succeed- 
ing the period to which we have alluded had been defi- 
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dent; that, coming along with the commercial embarrass- 
ment, and the great depression in trade which followed, 
and threw thousands of opeiatiyes out of employment, 
opi countiy would hare been euTironed bj the horrors 
of a famine too dreadful to contemplate. 

And what was it that God proclaimed to us by that 
dispensation ? It was this — ^^ Behold thou art made 
whole; sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee." 
Have we learned the lesson as a nation ? Have we at- 
tended to the solemn warning ? Did we bring forth 
fruit meet for repentance? No. And God gave us 
another warning, by commissioning the pestilence to 
visit our borders. It also has been stayed. But have 
we repented of our Sabbath profanation — carried on with 
such open and heaTen-daring impiety,— >-or, of our fos* 
tering of Antichrist, the Man of Sin. Let us take care, 
lest God in judgment wing a third arrow from his 
quirer, and our country be enrironed with the horrors 
of war and bloodshecL * 

No one can look back upon the last few years, and at 
the present state of Europe, without feeling that we lire 
in erentful times. Who could have imagined, when 
1848 set in, that before its dose there would have been 
such a hearing among the nations of Europe ? We have 
been startled from a peace of more than thirty years. 
Shortly afler the year referred to began, we saw the 
monarch of a powerful people suddenly hurled from his 
throne, and compelled to take refuge as an exile in our 
own land. That was the first heare of the mighty earth- 
quake, which has since shook the thrones of the most of 
continental Europe, affecting, not only France, but also 
A^istria, Prussia, and Italy, and even threatening our 
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own borders. We lire at an erentfiil period in ^ his- 
torj of the church and the world — ^in times of per- 
plexity, when men s hearts are fiedling them for fear of the 
things which are coming on the earth. God's yoice is 
heard among the nations. He is addressing them in the 
whirlwind and the earthquake. From one quarter, we 
hear the crash of &Uing dynasties ; in another, we see 
the worst passions of a depcayed nature, breaking forth 
like a moral pestilence, and carrying dcTastation and 
death in their train. There is a heaving of the nations. 
There is a sifting of the kingdoms. Events have emerged 
with unparalleled rapidity, with startling, and stunning 
unexpectedness — events, which have bafiSed all human 
sagacity, and caused even ihe most thoughtless to con- 
sider ; and from the abortions of human policy, and the 
wreck of shattered schemes, — from the perplexities of 
God-foigetting men, but men wise in their own conceits, 
we may hear a voice proclaiming that no landing-place 
is safe but th&t which has truth and principls for its 
basis. 

And what cause of thankfulness have we to Almighty 
God, that while the most of the nations of Europe have 
been involved in the horrors of war and revolution, we 
have still peace within our borders, and can lay our- 
selves down in quiet without fear of the hand of the in- 
cendiary, or the dagger of the assassin, being hfted up 
against us ere the morning. 

What may be the immediate issue of the events of 
which the continent of Europe is at present the theatre, 
no human being can predict ; but as to the ultimate re* 
suits, the Christian can have no doubt These convul- 
sions may just be the effects of the operation of the 
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^sUme cut out without hand$y** which has begun to 
break the images' of error and superstition, which shall 
sweep them away as the chaff of the summer threshing* 
floor, breaking down eTerj opposing barrier, until it be* 
comes a great mountain, and fills the whole earth, — 
removing those *' things which are shaken," that the 
^' things which cannot be shaken may remain," — orer- 
tnmiog, overturning, overturning, until He comes whose 
right it is to reign. 

The floods may lift up their voice, and make a mighty 
noise ; but Jehovah sits as king upon the floods. He is 
mightier by far than the noise of many waters. Hu 
arm is strong in might. He holds the chain of events 
in his hand. He can direct the play of human passions, 
still the raging of the waves, and the tumults of the 
people ; bring darkness out of light, and order out of 
confusion. He is governor among the nations; and 
when He takes to himself his '^ great power" and 
reigns, He ^^ will strike through kings" that withstand 
Him in his day of might. The kingdom and nation 
that serve Him not, shall perish, yea that kingdom shall 
be utterly wasted. ^^ Be wise now therefore, ye kings ; 
be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord 
with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, 
lest He be angry, and ye perish from the way, when His 
wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that 
put their trust in Him." 



SECT. III. — BRITAIN S RESPONSIBILITY. 

God has at present a controversy with the nations. 
And what do his dealings with the nations proclaim ? 
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Thej proclaim that national sin brings down national 
punishment ; and that, sooner or later, the period of 
apostasy is followed by that of retributiye judgment 

And just as it is with individuals in respect of retpon- 
sUnlity^ so is it with nations. Their responsibility is in 
proportion to their privileges — to the clearness of the 
light shining around them. And is not ours a highly- 
favoured nation ? Has it not been caused by God to 
ride upon the high places of the earth ? Have we not 
the light of the glorious Gospel shining throughout our 
borders? Do we not enjoy the blessings of civil and 
religious liberty? Is not ours pre-eminently the land of 
liberty — the home of freedom — the asylum for the op- 
pressed of all nations ? Have we not cause for grati- 
tude to God for freedom from the horrors of war, — for 
the public tranquillity and order which prevail, — for the 
security of person and property which we experience, 
as compared with the nations on the continent of Europe ? 
What cause of thankfulness have we to Almighty God 
that, whilst other nations are trodden down beneath the 
iron hoof of a relentless despotism, or involved in th^ hor- 
rors of bloodshed and revolution, we have peace, and are 
permitted to ^^ sit under our vine and under our fig-tree/' 

Let us ponder on our responsibility as a nation. Liet 
us walk humbly before God. Let us fear lest our nns, 
as a nation, cause Him to order the besom of destruction 
to sweep our land — lest He come forth to deal with us 
alio^ by way of judgment, as He is now doing with 
neighbouring nations. 

And let us remember, that although it is with nations 
as with individuals, as respects responsibility, there is a 
wide and important difference as respects the principle 
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upon Trhich punuhment proceeds. IndiTiduals may 
escape in this world, but not so with nations* The just 
judgment of God is sure to orertake them here. Indi- 
viduals may escape. They may flourish as a green bay- 
tree during their brief sojourn here. Their com and 
thei^ wine may abound, and they may even have no 
bands in their death ; but then^ they are removed from 
a state of probation to one of righteous judgment. This 
world is not the place for the full and final rectifying of 
these matters as respects individuals. It is not, m re- 
ipeeti them^ the place of final rewards and punishments ; 
but there is a future state^ where all these things will be 
rectified, and where the righteous who may have had 
wearisome days and nights here, shall have an eternity 
of inconceivable happiness; while the ungodly who 
flourished here as a green bay -tree, shall reap that tri- 
bulation and wrath which form the eternal harvest of 
all that persist in doing evil. But it is otherwise with 
nations; and from the nature of their case, their punish- 
ment proceeds upon an entirely different principle. Na- 
tions have no existence ae such in the world of spirits. 
The members of which they have been composed here^ 
appear ^ere in a persaneUi individual capacity. In thie 
world alone they exist as nations, and hence their punish- 
ment for sin against God, if it overtake them at all, 
must necessarily overtake them here. That it tcUl 
sooner or later overtake those nations which serve not 
Gt>d, 4s infallibly certain ; because, for sin unrepented of 
to escape unpunished is impossible under the govern- 
ment and administration of a Qod whose abhorrence of 
iniquity is infinite as his power to punish it — a God 
who cannot but array himself against it, firom the neces- 
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sary eternal and immutable excellence of his nature. 
And hence, as respects nations, they haying no exis- 
tence, as such, in the world of spirits, the theatre on 
which their sin has been committed, must also, from the 
nature of the case, be the scene of the punishment of 
that sin, if unrepented of. And hence the judgments of 
"God, in consequence of national sin, have been poured 
out from time to time, and taken effect upon apostate 
nations in thig tDorldy — the scene of their rebellion a^ainit 
God, being also the scene of their punishment by God. 
And is not God at present holding the rod of his indigna- 
tion over neighbouring kingdoms ?' Do we not hear even 
now the noise of their waves and the tumults of the 
people ? Let us therefore fear lest the cup of which they 
have been made to drink be presented to ourselves. 
Let us wash our hands as a nation of the sins by which 
we have been defiled, that thus we may not have to 
pass under the rod of the Divine indignation, or have to 
drink of the wine of astonishment. 

It is a principle in the moral goverflment of God, that 
responsibility is in proportion to privilege. This is strik- 
ingly brought out in the case of the Jews. God had set 
them in the midst of the earth, constituting them a moral 
centre as respected the nations which then exercised the 
greatest influence in the world. They were set on high, 
as a city on a hill, to give light to the surrounding king-- 
doms. But, instead of being an example to the nations, 
and drawing them over to the service of the true God, 
by the pure light radiating from them, the light that was 
in them became darkness; they apostatized from the 
Gh>d of their fathers ; and, instead of being the eali of 
the earth, and an ensample to the nations, they embraced 
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their superstitions, and lapsed into idolatry. And bar- 
ing ceased to serve the high purpose for which God 
had set them up, as a light to the kingdoms. His arm 
was made bare against them, to cast them down from 
their honourable position ; to drive them forth from the 
land which thej had polluted with their idolatries, and 
to make them a byword, and a hissing, and a reproach 
among the nations. And do not we, as a nation, occupy 
a position of yreo/ responsibility f Has not God set us in 
the midst of the kingdoms, as respects moral influence f 
Where is there a nation so highly favoured ? Where is 
there a nation in which the blessings of civil and religious 
liberty are so richly enjoyed ? Are we bringing forth 
fruit corresponding to our high privileges ? Are we ad- 
vancing in that righteousness which alone exalteth a 
nation ? Have we not frequently acted as if our own 
hand had gotten us the victory — as if we were indebted 
for our place among the nations, not to that God who 
*^ putteth down one, and setteth up another," but to our 
own wisdom and prowess ? And, bent upon our own 
aggrandisement, have we ever paused to inquire what 
end God may have had in view in dealing thus graciously 
towards us — causing us to ride on the high places of the 
earth, and inyesting this little island of the sea with a 
moral influence which is felt in the remotest regions of 
the globe? Let us remember the fate of Jerusalem. 
She was set up on high; but, having failed to serve the 
great purpose which Jehovah had in yiew in constituting 
her the moral centre of the nations, she was cast down, 
and is now in a state of solitary, ** desolate widowhood." 
Let us, therefore, fear and tremble, lest He who has 
thus exalted us in the sight of the nations, cast us down 
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for not knowing and improTing the daj of our merciful 
visitation. Let us remember the principle in the moral 
government of God, that national sin brings down na- 
tional punishment ; and that sooner or later, the period 
of apostasy or transgression is sure to be followed bj 
that of retributive judgment. Where are the na- 
tions of antiquity — the mighty kindoms of other 
days ? Gk>ne for ever from the theatre on which they 
once played such an important part. They have 
passed, and are not. They wanted that element, which 
could alone give them permanency. That element is 
Christianity — vital godliness. li is the true and only 
conserving element Wherever you find it, you find a 
principle of immortality^'^ principle pregnant with 
life and vigour. It is the icUt which preserves from 
corruption; and that nation which is possessed of it, 
and actuated by it, cannot ultimately peri^. No. It 
may be cast down for a season, but it will never be 
destroyed. Even if prostrate in the dust for a time, it 
has an element within it which will ensure a glo- 
rious and triumphant resurrection, ^he people th^t 
know their God shall be strong and do exploits j and 
if we as a nation follow on to know Him, improving 
the day of our merciful visitation, and walking in the 
light which He has shed upon our path, no evil shall 
befall us,— Jehovah will hide us in his own pavilion, and 
be Himself " our re-reward." But, if we refuse to walk 
in his statutes, and cast in our lot with the Antichristian 
Confederacy, He will, sooner or later, cast us down from 
our high position, and cause us to experience the truth 
of the declaration, that the nation that serveth Him not 
shall perish, and that that kingdom shall be utterly wasted. 
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Reader, there is a day of sifting and of trial ap- 
proaching. The fig-tree is putting forth its leaves, and 
coming events are casting their shadows hefore them. 
'^ Many shall he purified and made white, and tried." 
Take heed, therefore, lest thou fall. Are you a Chris- 
tian ? If so, let your prayers ascend to God on hehalf 
of your country at this eventful juncture. Wrestle ear- 
nestly with Qod on behalf of our Queen and our rulers, 
that a spirit of wisdom may be given them ; that aban- 
doning the ever shifting sands of a sinful and shortsighted 
expediency, they may be led to take their stand on the 
eternal and immutable principles of truth and righteous- 
ness. Have you influence ? Bring it to bear on those 
in high places. Our safety, as a nation, consists in 
shaking ourselves firee from the deadly embraces of the 
Man of Sin — ^in entering into no entangling alliances 
with those who have combined to give their power to 
the Beast. If we confederate with them, we shall re- 
ceive of their plagues, and participate in their doom. 
If we iiand aloof and know our God^ we shall be 
strong and do exploits ; and when the day of Jehovah's 
vintage at length arrives, and the hail of his wrath 
sweeps across the symbolic earth, or Papal Europe; 
when the *^ harvest of the earth is ripe<, and the vine of 
the earth (even apostate churches) is cast into the great 
vrinepress of the wrath of God ; when the cities of the 
nations fall, and Great Babylon comes in remembrance 
before God ; and the angel standing in the sun, sum- 
mons the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, to 
gather themselves together unto the supper of the great 
God, to eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, 
and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, 
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and of tbem that sit on them," we shall hear the still 
small Toice saying, *^ Come, my people, enter thou into 
thy chambers, and shat thy doors about thee : hide thy- 
self as it were for a little moment until the indignation 
be overpast. For behold the Lord cometh out of his 
place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 
iniquity : the earth also shall disclose her blood, and 
shall no more cover her slain." 

And let the Christian remember, that he does not 
live in a faiherles9 worlds — ^that there is an oTcrmling 
ProYidence, — that his Father is at the helm, hastening 
forward to completion His own high and adorable pur* 
poses; and that from the wreck of immoral systems, and 
God-forgetting goyemments and earth-bom hierarchies, 
shall emerge a new creation — ^kingdoms reconstructed 
and based upon the principles of truth and righteous- 
ness, — that when the cry is heard, ^^ Babylon is fallen, is 
fallen," the voice shall afterwards be heard proclaiming, 
*'*' The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Christ;" and our ^arth, the 
scene of so many convulsions, and of so much wicked- 
ness, be adorned with a robe of moral beauty, &ir as on 
that mom when the Creator, beholding the product of 
his omnipotent energy, pronounced it to be *' very good," 
and the ^* sons of God shouted for joy." 



THE END. 
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